


MENTORSHIP MATTERS
Friday, January 8th, 2016

Mandalay Bay

COCKTAIL HOUR
Nieve Malandra 

Las Vegas Singer & Headliner

WELCOME
Sean DiCicco

ECF President, Vice President of Food and Beverage 
at Mandalay Bay Resort & Casino

M.E.N.U.S. 2015 VIDEO

ECF PRESENTATION
Melissa Arias

ECF Executive Director

PRESENTATION OF GRADUATE SPEAKER
Michael Kennedy

ECF Chairman of the Board, Director of Food Operations 
at South Point Hotel Casino & Spa

Kim Zhou
ECF Graduate, UNLV Class of 2015

AWARD CEREMONY

EXECUTIVE BOARD ACKNOWLEDGMENT

PRESENTATION OF HONOREE
Chuck Bowling

President and Chief Operating Officer of
Mandalay Bay Resort and Casino and Delano Las Vegas Resort and Casino

SCHOLARSHIP REVEAL VIDEO

STUDENT RECOGNITION & CLOSING STATEMENTS

M.E.N.U.S. 2015
M.E.N.U.S. 2015 was held on Friday, Oct. 9th, at The Beach at Mandalay Bay and featured 

an exclusive poolside dine-around highlighted by the top chefs, restaurants and 
beverage distributors in the city. Guests enjoyed a surprise performance by MJ One, live 

local entertainment, DJ throughout the night and a top tier silent auction around the 
beautiful Mandalay Bay Beach.



Honoring
CHUCK BOWLING

President and Chief Operating Officer of 
Mandalay Bay Resort and Casino and Delano Las Vegas Resort and Casino

Chuck Bowling is President and Chief Operating Officer of Mandalay Bay 
Resort and Casino and Delano Las Vegas Resort and Casino. In this role, he is 
responsible for overseeing all operations at the AAA Four Diamond 
Award-winning resort. 

Most recently, Mr. Bowling served as Executive Vice President of Sales and 
Marketing for MGM Resorts International where he provided executive oversight 
for Company sales strategies, Internet Marketing, Industry Relations, MGM 
Resorts Events and the Corporate Contact Center.

Since joining the Company in 1998 as Vice President of Sales for MGM Grand 
Las Vegas, Mr. Bowling held a number of key management positions within the 
Company, including: Senior Vice President of Sales and Marketing and Executive 
Vice President of Hotel Operations for MGM Grand as well as Executive Vice 
President of Mandalay Bay.

Prior to joining the Company, Mr. Bowling worked for 10 years in sales and 
marketing positions with Westin Hotel and Resorts in Atlanta, Los Angeles, Palm 
Springs and San Francisco. Before joining Westin, he served five years in a sales 
capacity with Stouffer Hotels and two years in hotel operations with Omni Hotels. 

Mr. Bowling has served on the Board of Directors for the Las Vegas Convention 
and Visitors Authority since 2005 and recently was selected Vice-Chair for the 
2015-2016 term. He also recently served on the Executive Committee for the US 
Travel Association (2006-2011), the Board of Directors for Meeting Professionals 
International (2005- 2011) and the Nevada Commission 
on Tourism (2010-2012).

In 2006, Mr. Bowling was named one of the Top 25 Most 
Extraordinary Minds in Hospitality and Travel Sales and 
Marketing by Hospitality Sales and Marketing Association 
International. 

Mr. Bowling graduated from Georgia State University 
with a Bachelor of Science degree in Business 
Management. He and his wife Claire have two children, 
son Michael and daughter Jessica.

2015 

David Hoenemeyer 

Regional President of Caesars 

Entertainment: Bally’s, Paris and Planet

Hollywood Hotel & Casino

2013 

Renee West

Chief Operating Officer,

 Luxor and Excalibur Hotel & Casino

2012

James E. Rogers 

Founder/Owner of Intermountain West 

Communications Company

2011 

10-Year Anniversary

Honoring the ECF students of past, 

present and future

2010

Anthony A. Marnell II 

Founder, CEO, Chairman of the Board of 

Marnell Corrao Associates, Inc.

2009

Vegas PBS

2008

Lon Kruger

Head Coach, UNLV Men’s Basketball

2007

Andre Agassi

Founder, Andre Agassi Charitable 

Foundation

2006

Gary Loveman

Chairman of the Board, President and 

Chief Executive Officer, 

Harrah’s Entertainment

2005

Jim & Heather Murren

Co-Founders, Nevada Cancer Institute

2004

Wallace R. Barr

Former President and Chief Executive 

Officer, Caesars Entertainment

2003

Kenny C. Guinn

Governor, State of Nevada

2002

Larry Ruvo

Senior Managing Director, Southern Wine 

and Spirits of Nevada

2002

J. Terrence Lanni

Chairman of the Board and 

Chief Executive Officer,

The Mirage Hotel & Casino

Position at time of award

EPICUREAN CHARITABLE FOUNDATION’S 

Past Honorees



EPICUREAN CHARITABLE FOUNDATION’S 

Executive Committee

President

Sean DiCicco

Vice President of Food & Beverage for 

Mandalay Bay Resort & Casino

Chairman of the Board

Michael Kennedy

Director of Food Operations for 

South Point Hotel Casino & Spa

Vice President

Ana Marie Mormando

General Manager of The Mansion at MGM

Vice President 

Travis Lunn   

Vice President of Hotel Operations for

MGM Grand Hotel and Casino

Treasurer

Jim Laughlin   

General Manager of Las Vegas Limousine 

and Airline Shuttles

Secretary

Brent Cook

Executive Director of Food & Beverage for 

New York-New York Hotel & Casino

Executive Director

Melissa Arias

Epicurean Charitable Foundation

EPICUREAN CHARITABLE FOUNDATION’S 

Board of Directors and Members

*Adam Odegard   Epicurean Strategic Partners
. 

Chantelle Mark   Resorts World Las Vegas

*Craig Gilbert   Drive This! Entertainment

Dawn Rawle Caesars Entertainment

David Suppe

David Williamson   Five Star Restaurants LLC

   Joseph Romano   Golden Entertainment Inc. 

Ken Johnson   Four Queens Hotel & Casino/Binion’s Gambling Hall

*Kelley Jones   Trust 3 Hospitality and Kelley Jones Hospitality

Linda Sim   House of Blues Foundation Room Las Vegas

*Lloyd Wentzell   JW Marriott Las Vegas Resort & Spa

Luiz Oliveira   Sambalatte Torrefazione

Marisa Martino   Epicurean Strategic Partners

Mike Olsen   Emeril’s Restaurant Las Vegas

Rene Werner   The Orleans Hotel & Casino, Gold Coast Hotel & Casino

Shawn Ritchie   

Sujoy Brahma   Station Casinos LLC

Tim Bowen   Paris Resort and Casino, Bally’s Resort and Casino, 
Planet Hollywood Resort and Casino

Tim Jorgensen   House of Blues and Foundation Room Las Vegas - Live Nation

*ECF Charter Board Members



EPICUREAN CHARITABLE FOUNDATION’S 

Students and Graduates

Benjamin Sison
Class of 2019

Sarah Figueroa 
Class of 2019

Anna Tymoshevska
Class of 2019

Mia Salomon
Class of 2019

Aily Rodriguez
Class of 2017

Cindy Fuentes
Class of 2018

Melanie Saucedo
Class of 2018

Daniela Sanchez
Class of 2017

Kim Zhou
Class of 2015

Candace Kozel
Class of 2018

Nexie Hingpit
Class of 2013

Emily Hewett
Class of 2014

Ciro Fodera
Class of 2014

Jasmyn Franklin
Class of 2014

Jennifer Lee 
Class of 2013

Jordan Moore
Class of 2014

Claudia Soler
Class of 2014

Wendy Pimental
Class of 2014

Alexandra Von Mohr
Class of 2016

Andrea Rocca-Capano
Class of 2017

Beatriz Portillo
Class of 2015

Mercedes Sanchez
Class of 2015

Karen Nava
Class of 2016

Vildan Buric
Class of 2014

Angela Szewczyk
Class of 2008

Catherine Caro
Class of 2010

Hanny Herrada 
Class of 2011

Myra Aguirre
Class of 2011

Martha Morales
Class of 2009

Ronald Giorgione
Class of 2008

Sabrina Karic
Class of 2009

Alona Rideout
Class of 2012

Cindy Ureno
Class of 2012

Nachely Martinez
Class of 2013

Karina Saucedo
Class of 2013

Malek Sadri
Class of 2013

Leizell Joy Seligbon
Class of 2012

Vesna Boskovic
Class of 2013

M.E.N.U.S 2015

Sponsors

PRESENTING SPONSORS

PLATINUM SPONSORS

GOLD SPONSORS

Avero 

Baskow and Associates

Delos

Feel Good Brands

Apex Linen

B A C K B A R U S A

Boyd Gaming

Caesars Entertainment

Cashman Photo Enterprises

Crown Imports

Engelstad Family Foundation

Evening Call

Fifth Avenue Restaurant Group

Freedom Meats

Get Fresh Sales

The Godfather of Las Vegas

LVCVA

Nevada Blind Children’s Foundation

PepsiCo

Silver Lining Amenities

South Point Hotel, Casino & Spa

State Restaurant Equipment Co.

Treasure Island Hotel and Casino

US Foods

SILVER & BRONZE SPONSORS



A Special Thanks To

Adam Odegard 

AEG

Aily Rodriguez

AJ Song 

Alan Rutz 

Alexandria von Mohr

Aliante Hotel & Casino

Alona Rideout

Ana Marie Mormando

Anchor Bar

Andrea Rocca-Capano

Andrew Goodman

Anna Tymoshevska

Art de Melange

Bart Masi 

Base Entertainment 

Beatriz Portillo-Sorrosa

Benjamin Jensen

Benjamin Sison

Bernardus Lodge

Big Sur Oyster Bar

BLT Steakhouse 

Bob Campbell Photography

Bobbi Church

Brad Friedmutter

Brent Cook

Bret Bananto 

Candace Kozell

Canyon Spa Ranch

Carol Jimmerson 

Casa Fuente

CasaBlanca Resort

Chantelle Mark

Christopher Alfieri

Chris Seithel

Chuck Bowling

Cindy Fuentes

Cindy Ureno

Ciro Fodera

Claudia Soler

Cosmopolitan

Craig Gilbert

Cross Roads

Damian Mogavero

Dan Moriarty

Daniela Sanchez

David Pichette

David Suppe

David Williamson

Dawn Rawle

Emeril’s Homebase

Emily Hewett

Emily Smith

Ferrari-Carano

Flight Linez Bootleg

Flor Gonzalez

Foundation Room

Foxwoods

Gary Charmel

Golden Nugget

Gordon Ramsay

Hakkasan

Hanny Herrada

Hard Rock 

Hard Rock San Diego

House of Blues

Hugo’s Cellar

Hyatt Regency

Ian Seidenberg

Ian Staller

Joseph Romano

Jaloyn Fockler

Jasmyn Franklin

Jason Feinberg

Jason of Beverly Hills

Jeff Pugh

Jennifer Lee

Jessica Chuckran

Jessica Connell

Jim Laughlin

Joel Robuchon

Joni Flowers

Jordan Moore

JW Marriott

Karen Cashman

Karen Nava

Karina Saucedo

Katie Caro

Kelley Jones

Kelley Jones Hospitality

Ken Johnson

Kim Zhou

Kris McGarry

Las Vegas Golf and Leisure

Las Vegas Motor Speedway

Lavo 

Lazy Dog

Le Village Buffet

Leizell Joy Seligbon

Lincoln Spoor 

Linda Sim

Lisa Cortina

Lloyd Wentzell

Loews Hollywood Hotel

Lori Robinson-Frankoff

Luiz Oliveira

Malek Sadri

Mandalay Bay Hotel & Casino

Maria Gatti

Marisa Martino

Mark Wayman

Martha Morales

Martorano’s

Marty Martin

McMullin’s Irish Pub

Melissa Arias

Mercedes Sanchez

MGM Grand Las Vegas

Mia Salomon

Michael Gaughan

Michael Kennedy

Michael Severino 

Michael Viellion

Mike Olsen

MJ One

Morton Group

Myra Aguirre

Nachely Martinez

Neiman Marcus

Nexie Hingpit

NYNY Hotel & Casino

O Face Donuts

Oasis at Gold Spike

Omar Alami

Oscar’s Steakhouse

Paris Resort and Casino

Paul Chakmak

Paul Pace

Pot Liquor

Ray DiNardi

Rene Werner

Rhumbar

Rick Nelson

Rick Williams

Rob Nelson

Robb Bonanno

Robert Dolan

Robert Meza

Robyn Lessinger

Rocky Bevevino

Rodney Strong

Ron Fernandez 

Ruth’s Chris

Ryan Chakel

Ryan Growney

Sabrina Karic

Sarah Figueroa

Sarah McConnell

A Special Thanks To

Scott Miller

Sean DiCicco

Shaina Grahan

Shalimar Studio

Sharon Williamson

Shawn Ritchie

Shelley Gitomer

SLS Las Vegas Hotel & Casino

Smith & Wolensky Las Vegas

Sofia Athan

Sola in The District

South Point Hotel, Casino & Spa

Southern Highlands Golf Club

Southern Wine and Spirits

SPI Entertainment

State Restaurant Equipment

Steelite

Sujoy Brahma

Tacos and Tequila

Tao

Terence Fong

Tess Schofield

The Orlean’s Hotel & Casino

Tim Bowen

Tim Haughnberry

Tim Jorgensen

Tom Colicchio’s

Tom Jenkin

Travis Lunn

Veronica Bonazza

Vesna Boskovic

Vildan Buric

Wax Hair Removal Bar

Wendy Pimentel

Western Pacific Distributor

Wirtz Beverage

Wolfgang Puck

Zenshin Asian Restaurant



With an all-aluminum body and true Land Rover capability at its heart, 
the Range Rover delivers incredible off-road performance no matter what 
the terrain or conditions, with greater wading depth, raised air intake 
and class-leading departure angles. To experience a Range Rover for 
yourself, visit Land Rover Las Vegas for a test drive today.

PURE INDULGENCE AND REFINEMENT.
LAND ROVER:

Land Rover Las Vegas
5255 West Sahara Avenue, Las Vegas, NV 89146
702.579.0400     www.LRLV.com





mgmresorts.com/csr

We don’t see our resorts simply as destinations. We see them as 
members of the community. That’s why MGM Resorts International 

proudly supports the causes and organizations that make those 

communities stronger. What’s more, we provide our team members the tools 

and flexibility they need to support the causes they believe in, too.

MGM Resorts International is proud to support the Epicurean 
Charitable Foundation and its efforts to support and develop 
future hospitality leaders in our community. 

Building stronger communities. Now that’s inspiring.

Enriching 
OUR 
LIVES.
 Inspiring Our World.

BELLAGIO®   ARIA®   VDARA®   MGM GRAND®   THE SIGNATURE AT MGM GRAND®   MANDALAY BAY®   DELANO™ LAS VEGAS   THE MIRAGE®   MONTE CARLO™   

NEW YORK-NEW YORK®   LUXOR®   EXCALIBUR®   CIRCUS CIRCUS® LAS VEGAS   BEAU RIVAGE® BILOXI, MISSISSIPPI   GOLD STRIKE® TUNICA, MISSISSIPPI    

MGM GRAND® DETROIT, MICHIGAN   MGM NATIONAL HARBOR®, MARYLAND   MGM® SPRINGFIELD, MASSACHUSETTS   BORGATA® ATLANTIC CITY, NEW 

JERSEY   GRAND VICTORIA® ELGIN, ILLINOIS   MGM MACAU™, CHINA   MGM GRAND® SANYA, CHINA   MGM® COTAI, CHINA




