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Mentorship Matters
V I P  A P P R E C I A T I O N  D I N N E R

TUESDAY, JANUARY 9 TH, 2018

Honoring 
Chef Hubert Keller

Special Welcome by George Lopez
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Honoring 
Chef Hubert Keller

Hubert Keller, a Frenchman classically trained by France’s top Chefs, is now one of 
America’s most widely recognized and acclaimed chefs. Chef Keller resides in Las Vegas, 
where he operates Fleur by Hubert Keller, featuring his contemporary French cooking 
accented with cuisine around the world. With his palate-attuned to America’s evolving tastes, 
Chef Keller launched his widely popular Burger Bar Restaurants in Las Vegas and San 
Francisco.

Chef Keller has won numerous awards including the James Beard Foundation’s “Best Chef: 
California” and has been elected to the Foundation’s prestigious Who’s Who in Food and 
Beverage. Food and Wine magazine tapped him as one of the Ten Best Chefs in America, 
and Restaurant & Institutions gave him its Ivy Award.

Chef Keller has cooked for several United States Presidents and was the first guest chef 
invited to the White House to personally prepare his sophisticated menu to President 
Clinton and his family. Chef Keller is also known for his performance as a judge on Top Chef 
as well as for his grace-under-pressure performance as a contestant in the first season of Top 
Chef Masters on Bravo. Chef Keller was as well a resident judge on Top Chef Just Desserts 
on Bravo.

Keller appears frequently in the media including appearances on “The Chew” on ABC, “Regis 
& Kelly” on ABC, “Rachel Ray”, “The Travel Channel“, “ The Food Channel Network”, 
“The Real Housewives of Orange County”, “Good Morning America”, and “Bizarre Foods”. 
Chef Keller’s own cooking show, Secrets of a Chef, airs on PBS and is currently in Season 

5. Filming, where Hubert Keller is visiting, cities like Rio de Janeiro, 
Paris, Honolulu, Cuba, Las Vegas and San Francisco.

Dubbed a “Rebel with a Cuisinart” in the New York Times for 
his early championing of original, multi-course vegetarian menu 
in a 4-star setting. Chef Keller consistently cooks with a light 

hand and an eye on health. This led to his developing recipes for 
inclusion in Dr. Dean Ornish’s bestselling cookbook, Eat More, 

Weigh Less.

Chef Keller’s own cookbooks include The Cuisine of Hubert 
Keller (Ten Speed Press) and Burger Bar, Build your Own 

Burgers (Willey0. And his latest cookbook “Souvenirs” 
Memoires, Stories and Recipes from My Life, written with 

Penelope Wisner, (Andrews McMeel). Chef Keller is 
also known for his generosity and support for a wide 

range of educational, charity and community events 
around the country.
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MENTORSHIP MATTERS 2018 
Bally’s Las Vegas  |  Skyview Ballroom 

Cocktail Music by Vanessa LeGrand

WELCOME 
Sean DiCicco 
ECF President 

Senior Vice President of Food at Caesars Entertainment

M.E.N.U.S. 2017 VIDEO

ECF PRESENTATION 
Melissa Arias 

Executive Director of ECF

PRESENTATION OF GRADUATE SPEAKER 
Michael Kennedy 

ECF Chairman of the Board 
Director of Food Operations at South Point Hotel, Casino & Spa

Nachely Martinez 
ECF Graduate Class of 2013 

Hotel Operations Administrative and Special Projects Manager for Venetian/Palazzo 

AWARD CEREMONY

EXECUTIVE BOARD ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

PRESENTATION OF HONOREE 
Chef Hubert Keller

SCHOLARSHIP REVEAL VIDEO

STUDENT RECOGNITION & CLOSING STATEMENTS

M.E.N.U.S. 2017 
M.E.N.U.S. 2017 was held on Friday, Oct. 13th, at Hard Rock Hotel & Casino 

and featured an exclusive poolside dine-around highlighted by the top chefs, 
restaurants, beverage distributors, and mixologists in the city. Guests enjoyed 
a Havana Nights themed dine-around, entertainment by Everclear, a surprise 

DJ set by honoree Chef Hubert Keller, and a top tier silent auction around the 
beautiful Paradise Pool.
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EPICUREAN CHARITABLE FOUNDATION’S 
PAST HONOREES

2016 –  Bill Foley II 
 Majority Owner of the Vegas Golden Knights
2015 –  Chuck Bowling 
 President and COO Mandalay Bay and Delano Las Vegas
2014 –  David Hoenemeyer 
 Regional President of Caesars Entertainment: Bally’s, Paris and 
 Planet Hollywood Resort & Casino Las Vegas
2013 –  Renee West 
 Chief Operating Officer, Luxor and Excalibur Hotel & Casinos
2012 – James E. Rogers, Founder/Owner of Intermountain West 
Communications Company
2011 –  10-Year Anniversary  
 Honoring the ECF students of past, present and future.
2010 –  Anthony A. Marnell II 
 Founder, CEO, Chairman of the Board of Marnell Corrao Associates, Inc.
2009 –  Vegas PBS
2008 –  Lon Kruger 
 Head Coach, UNLV Men’s Basketball
2007 -  Andre Agassi 
 Founder, Andre Agassi Charitable Foundation
2006 –  Gary Loveman 
 Chairman of the Board, President and Chief Executive Officer, 
 Harrah’s Entertainment
2005 –  Jim & Heather Murren 
 Co-Founders, Nevada Cancer Institute
2004 –  Wallace R. Barr 
 Former President and Chief Executive Officer, Caesars Entertainment
2003 –  Kenny C. Guinn, Governor, State of Nevada
2002 -  Larry Ruvo 
 Senior Managing Director, Southern Wine and Spirits of Nevada
2001 – J. Terrence Lanni 
 Chairman of the Board and Chief Executive Officer, The Mirage  
 Hotel & Casino

*Position at time of award
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MENU
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GRADUATES AND STUDENTS
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND MEMBERS

President: Sean DiCicco, Vice President of Food for Caesars Entertainment
Chairman of the Board: Michael Kennedy, Director of Food Operations for 
South Point Hotel, Casino & Spa
Vice President: *Craig Gilbert, Partner of Drive This! Entertainment 
Vice President: Travis Lunn, General Manager of MGM Grand Hotel and 
Casino 
Treasurer: Kevin Ball, Corporate Vice President of Strategic Sourcing for 
Golden Entertainment
Secretary: Tim Bowen, Vice Presdint of Food & Beverage for Paris Resort 
and Casino, Bally’s Resort and Casino, Planet Hollywood Resort & Casino 
Las Vegas
Executive Director: Melissa Arias, Epicurean Charitable Foundation

Ana Marie Mormando, The Mansion at MGM
Brent Cook, New York New York Hotel & Casino
Chantelle Mark, Resorts World Las Vegas
Christopher Bond, The Mirage Hotel & Casino 
David Suppe, The Juice Standard
Ken Johnson, Four Queens Hotel & Casino/Binion’s Gambling Hall
Kelley Jones, Trust 3 Hospitality, Kelley Jones Hospitality 
Linda Sim, Live Nation Clubs & Theatres, House of Blues Entertainment
Luiz Oliveira, Sambalatte Torrefazione
Marisa Martino, Epicurean Strategic Partners
Martha Morales, Nobu Las Vegas
Mike Olsen, Emeril’s Restaurant Las Vegas

* ECF Charter Board Members
**Positions and titles are at time of print
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THANKS TO OUR 
2017 M.E.N.U.S. SPONSORS
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SPECIAL THANKS TO
103 Hot Pilates
Adam Sternberg
AFR
AJ Song 
Alan Rutz
Amy Becker
Ana Marie Mormando
Andrea Rocca Capano
Anna Tymoshevska
A-One Exhibits
Apex Linen
Ashley Hassler
Avero
BackBar
Bally’s Las Vegas
Bandito
Bart Masi 
Belia Skin & Beauty Studio
Benjamin Sison
Berkley Group
Bernardus Winery
Best Mattress
Binion’s Gambling Hall and 
Casino
Boyd Gaming
Brady Linen
Brandon Scarberry
BreakThru Beverage Nevada
Brent Cook
Bret Bananto 
Brian Kish
Brian Witaker
Caesars Entertainment
Candace Kozell
Captain Clark Lamping
Casa Blanca Resort
Casa Fuente
Cashman Photography
CBS
Chantelle Mark
Charles Wilson
Chef Giancarlo Bomparola 
Chef Hubert Keller
Chef Rick Giffen
Chef Ronnie Rainwater
Christopher Alfieri
Christopher Bond
Cintas

Clark County Fire Station 11
Claudia Soler
Clique Hospitality
Coco Taps
Connell Outdoor Advertising 
Co.
Cosmopolitan of Las Vegas
Craig Gilbert
Crown Imports
Cynthia Fields
Dan Moriarty
Daniel Espino
Dapper Doughnut
Dave Russell
David Suppe
Dean Shoemaker
Delmonico Steakhouse 
Delos Living LLC-Stay Well
Diego Salcedo
Dimitrije Curcic
Dress for Success
Dress the Drink
EJ Gallo
Emeril Lagasse Foundation
Emeril’s Homebase
Encore Event Technologies
Eric Brady
Ericka Shipley
Erika Pope
Farmers Brothers
Ferrari-Carano
Fiji
Fleur by Hubert Keller
Flor Bernal
Flor Gonzalez
Four Queens Hotel
Four Seasons Hotel Las Vegas
FOX5 
Gary Charmel
George Lopez
Geovanni Saucedo
Get Fresh
Golden Nugget Las Vegas
Gordon Ramsay
Green Valley Ranch Resort 
& Spa
Greenspun Media
Greg Acken

Greg Kozell
Greg Stenson
Hard Rock Hotel & Casino
Heather Murray
Hilton Worldwide
Hugo’s Cellar
Hyatt Regency Denver
Hyatt Regency Huntington 
Beach
Ian Seidenberg
ILEA
Ink Drops
Island Sushi and Grill
Jackson Family Wines
Jaloyn Fockler
Jamal Parker
James Nicol
Janette Stone
Jasmine Ramos
Jasmyn Franklin
Jason of Beverly Hills
Jessica Connell
John Arias
John Miles
John Smith
Johnny Mora
Johnson Brothers
Joni Flowers
Jordan Denison
Jordan Moore
Joseph Radetich
JS Products
Juice Standard
Karen Nava
Karla Perez
Keenan Winery
Kelley Jones
Kelly Cardenas Salon
Ken Johnson
Kennedy Villejas
Kevin Ball
Kim Zhou
KLAS-TV/ Channel 8
KTNV
KVVU
La Comida
Las Vegas Food & Beverage 
Magazine
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And especially the Bally’s Las Vegas staff and our ECF students!

Las Vegas Golf & Leisure
Las Vegas Magazine
Las Vegas Motor Speedway
Las Vegas Woman
Le Village Buffet
Lia Rispoli
Linda Brookins
Linda Sim
Loews Hollywood Hotel
Luiz Oliveira
Luxury Magazine
Malek Sadri
Mandalay Bay Hotel & Casino
Maria Gatti
Maria Miranda
Mario Gesualdo
Marisa Martino
Mark Green
Martha Morales
Martorano’s
Marty Martin
MB Steak
Melanie Saucedo
Melissa Arias
MGM Grand Hotel & Casino
MGM Resorts International
Mia Saloman
Michael Aram
Michael Gaughan
Michael Kennedy
Michelle Rudolph
Michael Severino 
Mike Olsen
Mitch Preston
Mondavi/Charles Krug
Monica Coral
Morgan & Karen Cashman
My LVTV
Nachely Martinez
Nathan Shipley
Nevada Beverage
Nevada Linen
News 3
Nicholas and Company

Nicole Squassoni
Nikki Neu
Nobu Hotel Caesars Palace
Noe Martinez
Norm Wenzl
Pahrump Nugget Resort & 
Casino
Paris Resort and Casino
Patrick Sindelar
Paul Swiskoski
PepsiCo
Phenix Salon
Phil Stafford
Philip Peredo
Planet Hollywood Resort & 
Casino Las Vegas
Premier Incentive Group
Primm Valley Casino Resorts
Pure Promotions & 
Advertising
Rhumbar
Ricardo Laguna
Rob Nelson
Robert Dolan
Robert Irvine
Robert Meza
Robyn Lessinger
Rocio Vazquez
Rodney Strong
Rogue 5 Media
Ron Fernandez
Rosie Jimenez
Ryan Chackel
Ryan Growney
Sambalatte Torrefazione
Scott Miller
Sean DiCicco
Shaina Graham
Shelley Gitomer
Sienna Golf Club
Silver Lining Amenities
Sinclair Broadcast Group
Sommelier Dylan Amos
South Point Hotel, Casino 
& Spa

Southern Glazer’s Wine and 
Spirits
Southern Highlands Golf 
Club
Spanish Trail Country Club
Sparrow + Wolf
State Restaurant Equipment
Steele Wines
Steelite
Steve Thompson
STK Las Vegas
Stratosphere
Sunbay
Sysco
Table 10
Tacos &Tequila
The CW Las Vegas
The Marketing Project
The Sands
Tiger Todd
Tim Bowen
Tim Haughinberry
Todd Stromme
Tom James
Tom Jenkin
Top of Binion’s Steakhouse
Trattoria Reggiano
Travis Lunn
UNLV Coach Menzies
UNLV Coach Tony Sanchez
Up All Night Printing
US Foods
Vinetta De La Cruz
Vox Solid
Wax Hair Removal Bar
Wendy Pimentel 
Wendy Yu
Western Pacific Distributors 
Westgate Las Vegas Resort & 
Casino
Willie Garrett
Wolfgang Puck
Zenshin
Zuma

Christopher
Typewritten Text
Needs to be pushed down to be level with left column
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M.E.N.U.S. 
Photo page1
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M.E.N.U.S. 
Photo page2
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Nevada Bev 
Ad
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JOHNSON BROTHERS
of NEVADA

The Alternative Source of Quality Beverages



is proud to be a supporter of the Epicurean Charitable 

Foundation (ECF). Sysco is the global leader in selling, 

marketing and distributing food products to restaurants, healthcare and educa-

tional facilities, lodging, gaming establishments and other customers who pre-

pare meals away from home. Its family of products also includes equipment and 

supplies for the foodservice and hospitality industries.  

 The partnership between Sysco and the Epicurean Charitable Foundation  derives 

from the common goals of philanthropy and giving back to the local communities.  

“Our core values start with our people and we couldn’t be more excited about the 

partnership that we have established with our local partners at ECF” says, Karla 

Perez, VP National Accounts, Gaming. 

Core Values: 

 Impeccable Integrity: Doing the right thing 

 Employee Development: Reaching our full potential 

 Diverse & Support Work Environment: Creating a safe, respectful and diverse workplace 

 Sustainable Business Practices: Caring for our company, communities and planet 

 Courageous Leadership: Leading with purpose and making tough decisions 
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SYSCO Ad

Proud Sponsor of the Epicurean Charitable Foundation

MENTORMENTOR
ENABLEENABLE

MENTOR
INSPIREINSPIRE
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HRH  Ad
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Sysco ad is already one page before. it is supposed to be ahalf page
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missing a full page for Southern Glazers






